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PART I. INTRODUCTION

This policy describes the requirements and conditions for keeping animals in those Baranof Island Housing Authority
(“BIHA”) housing units where animals are permitted, and provides information for housing program participants who
have a need to accommodate an assistance animal.

The purpose of this policy is to:

1. ensure that participants who are permitted to keep animals maintain their units and the premisesin a
decent, safe, and sanitary manner and refrain from disturbing their neighbors.

2. increase the transparency of decision-making for BIHA staff and the community.

A. Amendment
BIHA reserves the right to make reasonable amendments to its policies if needed to comply with the Sitka Tribal Code or
local, state, or federal law. Participants will receive at least 30 days’ notice of amendments.

B. Severability
If any provision of this policy is found to be invalid or unenforceable, that provision shall remain in effect to the extent
that it is valid and enforceable, and the validity and enforceability of the other provisions shall not be affected.

C. Waiver
A delay or leniency in enforcing any provision of a BIHA policy does not constitute a waiver of that or any other
provision. A waiver by BIHA of any provision of a policy shall not constitute a continuing waiver or a waiver of any other
provision of this or any other policy.

D. Definitions
Definitions that apply to BIHA policies, rental lease agreements, and related documents are included as Error! Reference
source not found. to BIHA’s Admissions & Occupancy Policy.

E. Applicability
This policy applies to all participants, but does not apply to homebuyers. However, homebuyers must still comply with
their existing agreements to properly maintain the unit and not cause nuisances.

PART Il. COMPANION ANIMALS

A. Locations
Companion animals are allowed in the following locations:

1. Monastery Senior Housing Program.

B. Species and Breeds
Only those species listed in the definition of “companion animal” are permitted. Participants may not keep other types
of animals, including rodents (such as rabbits, gerbils, hamsters, rats, and mice), reptiles (such as lizards and snakes),
amphibians (such as frogs and toads), insects, and spiders.

I”

Only dogs whose adult weight is 20 pounds or less are allowed.

C. Number
The number of companion animals that a participant’s household may keep is limited as follows:

1. Cats and dogs: no more than one in total; OR
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2. Birds: no more than two in total;
3. Fish: no more than can reasonably and comfortably live in i) one 20-gallon tank or ii) two 10-gallon tanks.

D. Fee
In order to keep a companion animal, a participant must pay a fee of $250.00 per animal (or, in the case of fish, per
tank).

PART Ill. ASSISTANCE ANIMALS

An applicant or participant may request to keep an assistance animal. All such requests must be submitted to BIHA in
writing. BIHA will grant such requests if required by applicable law.

BIHA will not require a deposit or fee for an assistance animal.

PART IV. ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS

Section 1. Animal Registration and Management Agreement

As a condition precedent to keeping a companion animal or assistance animal, a participant must execute an Animal
Registration and Management Agreement, which may be obtained from BIHA and which specifies information about the
animal as well as responsibilities and conditions for keeping the animal in BIHA housing. Upon execution, the agreement
becomes part of the participant’s rental lease agreement, and any noncompliance with the agreement constitutes a
breach.

Section 2. No Rescues

Participants are not permitted to keep animal “rescues” unless the animal is a companion animal or assistance animal
and all other relevant conditions are met.

Section 3. No Pet Sitting

Participants are not permitted to temporarily take care of or otherwise house another person’s animal (i.e., “pet sit”),
even when a participant is permitted to keep their own companion animal or assistance animal. Upon request, BIHA’s
Executive Director may, in their discretion, provide limited exceptions based on a participant’s circumstances.
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CHANGE LOG

Change Resolution Date
Initial Policy Developed May 2024
Adoption of Policy BIHA BOC Resolution # 2025-06 Companion & February 5, 2025

Assistance Animal Policy adopted.

BIHA Companion & Assistance Animal Policy Page 5 of 5
Adopted February 5 2025, BIHA BOC Resolution #2025-06



	PART I. INTRODUCTION
	A. Amendment
	B. Severability
	C. Waiver
	D. Definitions
	E. Applicability

	PART II. COMPANION ANIMALS
	A. Locations
	B. Species and Breeds
	C. Number
	D. Fee

	PART III. ASSISTANCE ANIMALS
	PART IV. Additional Restrictions
	Section 1. Animal Registration and Management Agreement
	Section 2. No Rescues
	Section 3. No Pet Sitting

	Change Log

