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A. Purpose 
It has been determined that a Student Housing Voucher Program is beneficial to the provision of housing for 
Sitka’s tribal citizens.  This program has been developed to help make housing more affordable for students 
while working towards obtaining higher education or professional training, thereby promoting self-sufficiency 
and advancing the purposes of NAHASDA. 

B. Amount of Assistance 
BIHA shall provide up to $2,000.00 per academic year to full-time students, and $1,000.00 per academic year to 
part-time students.  Funding for this program will be defined in BIHA’s annual Indian Housing Plan and fiscal year 
operating budget. 

C. Application Process 
Application forms will be made available annually on April 1st.  Completed applications must be received by May 
31st to be considered.  An application will be deemed incomplete (and therefore not be considered for 
assistance) if it is not accompanied by all required documentation as listed on the BIHA Student Housing 
Voucher Application form.   
 

Submitted applications will be reviewed by the BIHA Housing Department to determine eligibility.  Eligible 
applications will then be forwarded to the BIHA screening committee to determine final award selection. Award 
notifications will be issued on or before July 31st. 

D. Eligibility 
Eligibility for assistance under this program will be determined by four criteria: 
 

i. Indian Preference: 
Assistance will be limited to students who are members of a federally recognized tribe. 

 

ii. Student Status: 
An individual will be considered a student if they are enrolled in an accredited technical or vocational 
school, 2-year or 4-year college or university, or graduate or professional school and are working towards a 
degree, diploma, or certificate, etc. 
 

iii. Income Eligibility: 
Applicants for this program must demonstrate adjusted gross income (AGI) that does not exceed 100% of 
the Area Median Income for Sitka, Alaska as determined by HUD annually. IRS Form 1040 (Individual 
Income Tax Return) will be used to determine income eligibility.  
 
Applicants who file their own tax return must provide this as documentation of income eligibility. 
Applicants who are listed as a ‘dependent’ on another person’s tax return must provide that document as 
proof of their income eligibility. Definitions for independent and dependent student status are provided for 
reference:   

a. Independent Students. An Independent student is one who files their own tax return and no 

other person can claim them as a dependent on their tax return.  

b. Dependent Student. A Dependent student is one who does not file their own tax return and 
whom someone else can claim as a dependent on their tax return. For Dependent students, the 
AGI from the tax return on which they are claimed as a dependent will be used. 
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iv. Sitka Residents: 
Applicants must provide documentation for any claim for preference as a recent resident of Sitka. An IRS 
Form 1099-DIV (Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend) issued within the previous four calendar years may be 
used for this purpose.  

 

E. Selection Preference 
 

Selection preference for this program will be implemented using a three-part process. Applicants will be ranked 
initially by income category (Low or Moderate), then by status as a Sitka resident as defined and documented in 
Section D iv. of this policy. Only enrolled members of the Sitka Tribe of Alaska will be eligible for assistance 
without documentation of residency. 
 
Selection Preference will be implemented as follows: 
 

i. Priority #1: Low Income applicants as defined in Section D.ii of this policy. 
a. Sub-Tier 1: Sitka residents who are enrolled with Sitka Tribe of Alaska. 
b. Sub-Tier 2: Sitka residents who are enrolled members of  another federally recognized tribe. 
c. Sub-Tier 3: Enrolled members of Sitka 

Tribe of Alaska who have established residency outside of Sitka, Alaska. 
 

ii. Priority #2: Moderate Income applicants as defined in Section D.ii of this policy. 
a. Sub-Tier 1: Sitka residents who are enrolled with Sitka Tribe of Alaska. 
b. Sub-Tier 2: Sitka residents who are enrolled members of another federally recognized tribe. 
c. Sub-Tier 3: Enrolled members of Sitka Tribe of Alaska who have established residency outside of 

Sitka, Alaska. 

F. Payment 
Funds granted are to be used for payment of school provided dormitory housing or rental of off-campus housing 
only.  Payment shall be made directly to the school or landlord in a single payment.  A current phone number 
and the physical address of the student will be kept on file. It is the responsibility of the student to ensure this 
information is current and correct.   

G. Required Academic Performance 
Students receiving assistance must maintain passing grades (minimum 2.0 Grade Point Average or equivalent 
Pass/Fail determination) in all classes to remain eligible under this program.  Students who fail to do so may be 
deemed ineligible for future assistance under this program. 
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Change Log 
Change  Resolution  Date 
Approval of 
program  

Program approved with program information provided to BOC in 
August 2008. Program information states that the relevant policy 
for the program is the General Admission Policy (Adopted by BOC 
in September2008).  

August 19, 2008 

Revision of Policy BIHA BOC Resolution # 17-08 revised policy adopted. Amended to 
include part-time students.  

May 31, 2017 

Revision of Policy BIHA BOC Resolution # 2018-06 revised policy adopted. Amended 
to remove credit check requirement. 

September 26, 2018 

Revision of Policy  BIHA BOC Resolution # 2019-02 revised policy adopted.  January 30, 2019 
Revision of Policy  BIHA BOC Resolution # 2021-13 revised policy adopted. March 31, 2021 
Revision of Policy  BIHA BOC Resolution # 2022-14 revised policy adopted. September 28, 2022 
Revision of Policy  BIHA BOC Resolution # 2026-05 revised policy adopted. February 24, 2026 
 

Leah Mason
Requires Research. TBD
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